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Circular economy  Why cooperate? 

 Learning from one another’s experiences,  
 Sharing ideas and experience, 
 Identifying good practices, 
 Drawing lessons 
 

 
to improve strategies for the citizens, communities, 
environment. 
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Circular economy  How cooperate? 

 Speak at conference of others cities 
 Participate at a site visit in others cities  
 Create an informal networks (remote meetings) 
 Sign a twinning with another cities 
 Participate at European Projects 

 



Circular economy  How cooperate? 

 Contact the National Contact Points (NCPs)  
(that provide information, specialist advice and individual 

assistance to potential participants in EU funding) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Circular economy  How cooperate? 

 Contact your SPOC at Brussels Environment of a 
thematic network or become a member of it  
 ACR+ (Sustainable Management of resources) 
 Energy-Cities 
 ESDN (Sustainable Development) 
 Eurocities (Forum Environnement) 
 Fedenatur (Urban Natural Areas) 
 Green Capital Network 
 ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability) 
 Assembly of European Regions (Bxl Int.) 
 Federation of Regional Growth Actors (Bxl Int.) 
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Circular economy  How cooperate? 

 Contact your SPOC at Brussels Environment of a 
thematic network or become a member of it  
 Eurocities (Forum Environnement) 

 



Circular economy  How cooperate? 

 Contact Brussels International for twinning of cities 
 

 
 Berlin 
 Bratislava 
 Budapest 
 Kiev 
 Lille  
 Ljubljana 
 Moscow 
 Prague 
 Region Île-de-France 
 Sofia 
 ViennaVilnius 
 Voïvodie de 
 Mazovie 

 Wilaya of Algiers 
 Rabat-Salé-Kénitra  
 Habana 
 Brazil 
 Quebec 
 Washington  
 Bejing 
 Sichuan 
 Xi'an 
 Tokyo 
 Aichi  
 Séoul  

 



Circular economy  How cooperate? 

 Contact dedicated consultants 

European grant applications 
Horizon 2020 
Life 
Cost 
ESF 
EGF 
ERDF 
Erasmus+ 
EuroStars 

From proposal writing to the management and 
coordination of consortia 

http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/horizon-2020
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/horizon-2020
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/life
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/cost
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/esf
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/egf
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/erdf
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/erasmus
http://www.pnoconsultants.com/grants/eurostars
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 Get an idea 
 Identify the right calls for proposals 
 Preparation of the bid 
 Find partners 
 Write the proposal 
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Circular economy  If my proposal is rejected? 



 

Thank you! 
 

www.acrplus.org 

www.circular-europe-network.eu 

Contact: mc@acrplus.org  

Marion Courtois, ACR+ 
@ACRplus 



Conferences & debates 

Circular Economy 

EU Research and Innovation 

funding opportunities 
 



What problem are we 

facing? 

 Global pressures on natural resources, rising 
costs, EU’s dependency on imports, and 
environmental impacts 
 

 The 20th century's economy model, based on 
plentiful and cheap resources and built on the 
principles of “take, make, waste”, is unsustainable 



Circular Economy Package 
 

 Adopted by the Commission on 2 December 2015 
 

 Action Plan Communication & Lists of follow-up initiatives 
 

 4 legislative proposals on waste 
 

 Key action areas: Production, Consumption, Waste 
Management, Market for Secondary Raw Materials, 
Innovation, Investment and Monitoring 
 

 5 priority sectors: Plastics, Biomass & Biobased Products, 
Food Waste, Critical Raw Materials, Construction & 
Demolition 

 



Circular Economy 

Circular Economy is about Change, 
and about  Innovation 
 
requires RTD&I investments, 
multi-stakeholder involvement 
and an enabling framework 
 
  



Research and Innovation role in the 

Circular Economy 

Create the right environment for innovation and investments 
 
 DEMONSTRATING the opportunities for moving towards a circular 

economy (Horizon 2020, but also LIFE and European structural and 
investment funds)  

 REGULATORY INNOVATION: addressing regulatory barriers to circular 
economy activities or business models, through the implementation of 
Innovation Deals 

 FINANCIAL INNOVATION: Assessment of the possibility of launching a 
platform together with the EIB and national banks to support the 
financing of the circular economy and supporting FINANCING TOOLS  and 
ADVISORY SERVICES through InnovFin (business models) 

 



Addressing Circular Economy 

in Horizon 2020 

FOCUS AREA 

 

'Industry 2020   

 in the Circular Economy' 

 

Cross-cutting call with an 

overall budget of 650 M€ 

  



 

Horizon 2020  

Societal Challenge "Climate action, Environment, 

Resource Efficiency and Raw Materials 

Cross-cutting call 'Industry 2020 in the Circular Economy':  
 

 Systemic, eco-innovative approaches  
for the circular economy: large-scale demonstration 
projects (IA) 

 Water in the context of the circular economy (IA) 
 Smart Specialisation for systemic eco-innovation/circular 

economy (CSA) 
 New models and economic incentives for circular 

economy business (RIA)  
 

 



Circular Economy 

Examples of current ongoing H2020 

projects 

 FORCE - Cities Cooperating for Circular Economy-  http://www.ce-force.eu/ 
 Waste4Think - Moving towards Life Cycle Thinking by integrating Advanced 

Waste Management Systems - http://waste4think.eu/ 
 DECISIVE - A DECentralIzed management Scheme for Innovative Valorization of 

urban biowastE - http://www.decisive2020.eu/ 
 URBANREC - New approaches for the valorisation of URBAN bulky waste into 

high added value RECycled products - http://www.urbanrec-project.eu/ 
 SCREEN - Synergic Circular Economy across European Regions - 

http://www.screen-lab.eu 
 Urban_Wins - Urban metabolism accounts for building Waste management 

Innovative Networks and Strategies - https://www.urbanwins.eu/the-project/ 
 REPAiR - REsource Management in Peri-urban AReas: Going Beyond Urban 

Metabolism - http://h2020repair.eu/repair/ 
 UrBAN-WASTE - Urban strategies for Waste Management in Tourist Cities - 

http://www.urban-waste.eu/ 
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FORCE - Cities Cooperating for 

Circular Economy 

 The FORCE project aims to minimise the leakage of materials from 
the linear economy and work towards a circular economy.  
 

 The four cities involved in the project, Copenhagen, Hamburg, Lisbon 
and Genoa, will engage enterprises, citizens and academia in 16 
participatory value chain based partnerships to create and develop 
eco-innovative solutions.  
 

 Each city will establish a lead partnership for one of the four 
materials: plastic waste, strategic metals from electronic and electric 
equipment, surplus food and biowaste, and wood waste. Each city 
will also establish three local partnerships for the other materials. 

 



SCREEN - Synergic Circular Economy 

across European Regions  

 18 partners 
representing 
17 regions 
belonging to 
12 European 
Countries (IT, 
SP, PT, BE, FR, 
GR, NL, PL, FI, 
CR, RO UK  





Innovation Deals 









European Structural Investment Funds 2014-20 

 





Urban Agenda for EU 

Partnership Circular Economy 

 







Thank you for your 
attention! 

 

Find out more: 
www.ec.europa/research/horizon2020 

 



Circular economy  Time to debate !  

30 participants 
 
3 sub-groups 
 
3 questions 
 
3 rounds of brainstorming 
 
50 to 60 minutes 

World café  

1st round (15 min)  

2nd round (15 min)  

3rd round (15 min)  

Conclusions (10 min) 



Circular economy  Topics for discussion 

Topic 1: What do you expect of cooperation between cities 
and regions (and in general with others stakeholders)?  
 
Topic 2: What are the main difficulties to be involved in a 
EU project ? How to overcome these difficulties ? Are the 
current structures and helpdesks offering enough support ?  
 
Topic 3: Which particular projects could be developed ?  



Conferences & debates 

Conclusions 
 


